
_DRUMKEEN PARISH. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situated in the Baro~y of 
Clanwilliam and ii:; bounc1.ed on the east, north and south by 
the Parish of Grean and on Uie west b:y that of Caherconlish. 

NAME. The name of this Parish is pror:iounced Drorr; Ca,oin 
in Irish, which ~ignifies the Pleasant or Delightful Ridge; 
is not of ecclesiastical origin. 

Of the old Crmrch of this Parish, which was situG.te:1 on 
high ground in t~e Townland of Drumkeen, only the east gable 
and twenty one feet io length of the side walls now remain, 
which latter are ten feet high and two and a half feet thick. 
The building was raised with regular sized stones cemented 
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with lime and sand mortar. Its breadth is seventeen feet 397 
three inches. On the eas~ gable is a quadrangular wi~dow 
having the satue f orrn boti1 ins id.e and outs j de, on both whj_ch 
it is six feet seven inches high and three feet eight j11ches 
broad on the former and three feet four and a half jnches 
on the latter side. It is built with the same kind 0f rude 
stones as sePn in the rest of the structure and has at top a 
segmental arch made of the same m1:t terials wi ·r,h the sides; by 
this is meant a11 arch forming a sm~ll i::,egment of a circle. 

There is here a small grave yard and about twenty yards 
to the south stands the Protestant Church of the Parish. 
About half a mile to the north west is a holy well called in 
Irish Tobar an Domhnaigh, that is, Sunday's Well, situated 
in the Townland of Currathnaboul. It is frequented 011 Satur- 398 
day evenings and Sunday mornings. 

Fitzgerald in his History Vol.I, p.284, gives t)~.-:: fqll­
owing account respecting Drumkeen, Aaying:-

"In this Parish was situated Drumkee.n House, the ruins 
of which are still to be seen and gives strong indications 
of its former consequence, when it was the resid0nce of the 
ancient family of tho .Bourkes of Drumkeen. 0:9posi te to Drum­
keen House are the walls of an old Church and on a tablet 
inserted in one of tbe walls is the following inscription:-
•This Church was repaired .in 1717 by the Revd. Rickard Burg, 399 
Lord Bishop of Ardagh, being the burial place of the family 
from time immemorial. His first son was burted here 1.n 1693." 

"William Burke of Dromkeen was married in the reign of 
Charles I to the daughter of Mac Keo~h of Clonkeen, now called 
Rivers within three miles of Limerick, who lived in a fortified 
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Castle called Castle Troy on tl1e Rivet· Sl1a,no1, (Sluumon?). 
David Bonrlrn of BalJyr1.,:1.g· 1r.•, But r k·2 f Ki shich\nrk, Gr 1(,,. of 
Knockaney ·:tc:d Gr?Jy of Ho::1;:sbo:-· t1gh, •c:1u·,:, rdl :, 1 ·rri:~cl tn tn0 
dauehter·s of' tbe e,bove Ma,:· Kto311, ,•_rl;:;-:'e r,r,p::-·ny, whicl1 ;;.'·L 
in 1748 for six thousena. po1..rnJ,3 P":l' 8 ,:rrim, Vli:1 " rorfeitc,; : 
Cromwell's tim2: for ti•e lo:y::,,·1., y o; L)1f: f8.r>1ily to Ct1arle,., i. 400 
At th8.,t tjn1e there was not 8, gent.J.eLf;.n l·iiri:tJ~J: =~~r~ 1)~-n I~:~.J.J. :1t· -
gard to O'Bri.c0 n's Er-i'.Jg· b1.\t '.', [,,rke, E;U;r,Y'.:. h;.nr;f:, oi' Cl ,' .. 
elly Ci:t[-;tJe and. Glaucey of Br:tllyvorneen." 

Tbo ant:iq_ultie2 of "'.Jli,. Pnr: s~1 ,:;xs,:·, :_nrd 1,:; Mr. A. C·,;1·r:v; 
notes arranged. by Mr. T. O'Cor-01'. 


