DRUMKEEN PARISH.

STITUATION. This Parish is situated in the Barony of
Clanwilliam and is bounded on the east, north and south by
the Parish of Grean and on the west by that of Caherconlish,

NAME. The name of this Parish is pronounced Drom Caoin
in Irish, which zignifies the Pleasant or Delightful Ridge;
is8 not of ecclesiastical origin.

Of the o0ld Church of this Parish, which was situsted on
high ground in the Townland of Drumkeen, only the cast gable
and twenty one TFeet in length of the side walls now remain,
which latter are ten feet high and two and a half feet thick.
The building was raised with regular sized stones cemented
with lime and sand mortar. Its breadth is seventeen feet
three inches. On the east geble is a quadrangular wirdow
having the same form both inside and outside, on both which
it is six feet seven inches high and three feet elght inches
broad on the former and three feet four and a half inches
on the latter side. It is built with the same kind of rude
stones as seen in the rest of the structure and has at top a
segmental arch made of the same materials with the sides; by
this is meant an arch forming a small segment of a circile,

There is here a small grave yard and about twenty yards
40 the socuth stands the Protestant Church of the Parish,
About half a mile to the north west is & holy well called in
Irish Tobar an Domhnaigh, that is, Sunday's Well, situated
in the Townland of Curraghnaboul. It is freguented on Satur-
day evenings and Sunday mornings.

Fitzgerald in his History Vol.I, p.R84, gives thc fnll-
owing account respecting Drumkeen, saying:—

"In this Parish was situated Drumkeen House, the ruins
of which are still to ke seen and gives strong indications
of 1ts former consequence, when it was the residence of the
encient family of the Bourkes of Drumkeen. Opposite to Drum-
keen House are the walls of an old Church and on a tablet
inserted in one of the walls is the following inscription:—
®*This Church was repaired in 1717 by the Revd. Rickard Burg,
Lord Bishop of Ardagh, being the burial place of the family

from time immemorial. His first son was buried here in 1693.V%

"William Burke of Dromkeen was married in the reign of

Charles I to the daughter of Mac Keogh of Clonkeen, now called
Rivers within three miles of Limerick, who lived in a fortified
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LIMBERICK. 115

Castle called Castle Troy on the River Shanor (Sharnnon?).
David Bourke of Ballynagsrs, Bouvrks of Kishichuirk, Grady of
Kriockarney =aad Grady of Rozksborough, wers all voerricd to ine
daughters of lne above Mac Keomn, whoze propoviy, which ool
in 1748 for six twhousand pounds per 2aruvm, was forfeited in
Cromwell’s tims for ftre loyel.y o the family to Crarles i,
At that time there was wot a gentleunn living JTrom Dallin-
gard to O'Brien’s Bridg: but o Purke, excent Hineos ol Cri e
elly Castle and Glaucey of Ballyvornsen.”
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The anticuities of this Parigh exeained by Mr. A, Currys
notes arranged by Mr, T. O'Corcry.
J. O'Donovan,
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